
Samford University Case Study 
 
Anatomage Table Helps Physical Therapy Students Excel at Anatomy Concepts 
 
The students at Samford University often spend a significant amount of time to study the anatomical 
terms and structures. Through the arrival of two Anatomage Tables, students of physical therapy classes 
are enabled to efficiently review and apply the learning concepts of anatomy into a medical diagnosis. 
Given its advanced 3D virtualization technology, the Tables have been used to facilitate the integration of 
anatomy and physiology principles into medical diagnosis and physical therapy examinations.  
 
Further, Samford University also incorporates the Anatomage Tables into four additional courses - 
including Anatomy, Biomechanic, Pathology, and Patient Client Management for a year. 

 
Professor Nick Washmuth from Physical Therapy department at Samford is interacting with the 
Anatomage Table. (credit: submitted photo from Samford University) 
 
24-7 Access to Cadaveric Dissection Enables an Efficient Anatomy Learning Process 
 
At Samford University, the effectiveness of the Anatomage Table on improving student performance is 
rated highly effective. Specifically, Physical Therapy students find the Table’s dissection ability and 
high-resolution images extremely beneficial. Providing students 24/7 - access to the Anatomage Tables, 
the university helps maximize the learning process efficiency by allowing the students to study anatomy 
as many times as needed.  
 
Students can virtually dissect cadavers on the Tables as part of their learning efforts. Compared to fresh 
cadaveric dissection, the dissection on Anatomage Table can be repeated as many times as necessary, 
while enabling students to spend more time memorizing the structure. Virtual dissection on Anatomage 



Table also allows for the capacity to review and study the body regions, rather than spending time to 
identify them. 
 
Easily Applying the Concepts of Anatomy and Physiology into Medical Diagnosis and Physical 
Therapy Examination 
 
From medical diagnosis case presentation to pathophysiology discussions, the Tables provide the power 
to integrate the concept of anatomy and physiology into a variety of physical therapy topics. 
 
For instance, the students use the Tables to observe the anatomical structures when determining the 
diseases or medical conditions. Containing a rich and unique anatomy content library, the Tables make it 
possible for students to thoroughly search and analyze any human body regions, as well as utilizing the 
analysis to understand the underlying pathophysiology associated with various medical conditions. 
 
For the students who would like to gain palpation and manual therapy intervention knowledge, they can 
refer to the Anatomage Tables’ cross-sectional anatomy portfolio to examine and observe the depth of 
tissues from various anatomical structures. 
 
3D Technology Improves Student Engagement in Physical Therapy Courses 

 
Samford University’s students are interacting with one of the virtual cadavers on the Anatomage Table. 
(credit: submitted photo by Samford University) 
 
Physical Therapy students are reported to spend more time to study anatomy on the Anatomage Tables, 
compared to learning with fresh cadavers. This has resulted from the advanced 3D technology that 



Anatomage Table offers - which gives the students the freedom and flexibility to study anatomy in 
various ways.  
 
For example, the Tables provide endless possibilities for the students to use the cadavers. From isolating 
structures in the 3-dimensional form to dissecting and transecting the structures to appreciating the 
anatomical forms, the students own the ability to construct a cadaveric model that fits their learning 
approach. Offering a unique and personalized experience to the students, the Tables allow the students to 
study anatomy at their own pace, improving the students’ engagement with cadaveric dissections.  
 
With its innovative yet easy-to-use features, both faculty and students can familiarize themselves with the 
Anatomage Table and its functions with little efforts. 
 


